Abraham  Lincoln's 
Vocations 


Landowner 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Third  page 


Note  given  by  ,,1.3. Church  Nov.  5,  1864  one 
at  5  mos.  with  int. 

Supposed  to  be  worthless  and  living 
in  Springfield 

Note  given  by  //illiam  Patterson  « 

Golden  Patterson  at  Urbana 

Dated  Apl.  25  135y  A.D.  year  for 


$260,00 


60.00 


Note      Thos.    Stackpole        Nov.    8     1861 
for  money  loaned 


.00 


Real  Estate  in 
Lincoln,  Logan  Co.  111. 
Lot  3  in  Block  19 
Taxes  paid  except  for  '64 


Note  of  A.L.Van  Denn  with  int.  @ 
Notes  of  N.  ./.Edwards   "    "   " 
Note  of  Smith  Edwards  &  Co.  "   " 
Note  of  I.X.  &  Thos.  Lewis  "   " 
Note  &  Mortgage  of  Isaac  Lindsay 
Note  &   Mortgage  of  film.  Clem 
Note  &  i.Iort^age  of  J. Ruckle 
Note  of  Mrs  Cook 
One  Springfield  City  Bond  for 
Note  of  N.fl.Judd  int.  @  10;. 


10^  Men  18  1861  1000.00 

Jan  16  1360  1587. jO 

Jan  16  1861  1000.00 

Apr  22  1860  150.00 

Aug.  28  1860  600.00 

Nov  22  LQb-J  750.00 

Sept  23  1860  bOL.tu 

A^r  17  1360  750. u 
666.67 

Seat  1  x359  oOOO.^l 


In  hands  of  R.  Irv/in 


Fourth  page 

One  certificate  of  Six  shares  Alton  c  Sang.  R.R, 
^    Policy  of  Insurance 
Lease  of  House 
"Notes  on  Hand" 


In  Mr.  Irwin's 
possession 


JjUw   Is^^  I       Q<^Xf 


Bankers  Life  Bull 


ABRAHAM   LINCOLN'S  FARM 


Among  the  records  of  the  Bankers  Life  Company  of 
Des  Moines  is  one  of  rare  historical  interest  because  it  is 
the  Abstract  of  Title  of  the  only  farm  ever  owned  by 
Abraham  Lincoln.  The  Bankers  Life  Company  has  a 
mortgage  on  this  farm  which  was  once  the  property  of 
the  martyr  president. 

The  Lincoln  farm  is  located  in  Iowa,  six  and  one- 
half  miles  northwest  of  Denison  in  Crawford  comity. 
There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  tract  and 
it  became  the  property  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  September 
10,  i860,  when  he  filed  on  the  land  with  a  warrant  signed 
by  James  Buchanan  who  was  then  president  and  whom 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  so  soon  to  succeed.  This  was  during 
the  first  campaign  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  president.  He  was 
entitled  to  the  land  grant  because  of  his  sendees  as 
captain  of  the  company  of  volunteers  which  he  raised  for 
the  Black  Hawk  Indian  war  in  1S32.  The  farm  was 
still  his  property  when  he  was  shot  down  by  Assassin 
Booth.  It  remained  in  the  Lincoln  family  until  1892 
when  Robert  Lincoln,  who  was  then  ambassador  to  Great 
Britain,  deeded  it  to  Henry  Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards 
bought  the  land  for  $1,300  or  about  $10.00  an  acre  and 
he  sold  it  in  the  same  year  to  Peter  F.  Jepson  for 
$1,925.00.  Mr.  Jepson  still  owns  the  farm  and  it  is  now 
estimated  to  be  worth  at  least  $125.00  an  acre  or 
$15,000  in  all.  Another  interesting  thing  in  connection 
with  this  Lincoln  farm  is  the  fact  that  it  is  located  near 
the  route  of  the  Lincoln  Highway  which  was  named  in 
honor  of  President  Lincoln.  'N 
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By  JEREMY  LANE 

Copyright.    1810.     by    Tho    Century    Co. 


A  Tale  of  Love 


Only  Land  Lincoln  Ever  Owned  Was  at  Denison,  la. 


£«j£: 


ZTHCOLII,&  FAJ?MMZ?yL&    nZHrSOH-- 


Almost  within  sight  of  the  Lin- 
coln highway,  just  a  few  miles  out 
of  Denison,  la.,  lies  the  only  piece 
of  ground  Abraham  Lincoln  ever 
owned. 

It  is  rather  a  poor  farm,  as  Iowa 
farms  go,  for  it  is  rough  and  hilly, 
good  only  for  stock  feeding.  It 
is  hard  to  find,  and  he  who  seeks 
it  must,  wander  around  in  the  i*ills 
out  of  Denison  before  he  locates  it. 

Tho  farm  was  deeded  to  Lincoln 
for  his  service  in  the  Blackhawk 
war.  and  though  he  never  lived  on 
it.  there  is  reason  to  believo  that 
he  was  planning  when  public  life 
was  over  to  retire  to  his  Iowa  farm 
and  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
days  1uere. 


Booth's  deed  at  Ford's  opera 
house  put  an  end  to  his  plans. 

When  Lincoln  fell,  a  martyr  be- 
fore the  assassin's  gun,  he  left  his 
farm  to  his  son,  Robert  Todd  Lin- 
coln, It  remained  in  young  Lin- 
coln's hands  for  some  years. 

The  records  at  Denison  show  the 
land  to  have  undergone  the  follow- 
ing  changes    of   title: 

Patent  from  the  United  States 
government  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Abraham  Lincoln  to  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  his  son. 

Robert  Todd  Lnicoln  to  Henry 
Edwards. 

Henry  Edwards  to  E.  T.  Cochran. 

E.  T.  Cochran  to  Peter  F.  Jep- 
son. 

Peter  F.  Jepson  to  Jurgen  Jep- 


son  and  Julius  Jepson,  his  sons. 
The  "Abe  Lincoln  Farm"  of  120 
acres  was  kept  intact  until  the 
death  of  Peter  Jepson,  when  it  was 
divided,  forty  acres  to  Julius  and 
eighty  to  Jurgen. 

Opposite  the  name  of  Lincoln,  in 
the  Denison  records,  some  one  has 
written  in  the  script  of  bygone 
days: 

"Rail  president-elect,  for  serv- 
ices in  Blackhawk  war,  captain." 

The  patent  was  signed  by  James 
Buchanan,  whom  Lincoln  was  des- 
tined so  soon  to  succeed. 

Lincoln  became  an  owner  of 
Iowa  real  estate  Sept.  10,  I860, 
four  months  after  he  had  been 
nominated  for  the  presidency,  and 
two  months  prior  to  Mb  election. 


WE  I  r-HT 


Lincoln  Owned   Iowa  Farm 

Almost  -within  sight  of  the  Lin- 
coln highway,  just  a  few  miles  out 
of  Denison.  la.,  lies  the  only  piece 
of  ground  Abraham  Lincoln  ever 
owned.  /  f  to 

It  is  rather  a  poor  farm,  as  Iowa  i 
farms   go,   for  it   it   roueh   and  hilly. 
good   only   for   stock      feeding.        It 
is   hard   to    find,    and    he   who   seeks 
it  must  wander  around  in   the  hills  i 
out  of  Denison  before  his  locates  it. 

The  farm  was  deeded  to  Lincoln 
for  his  service  in  the  Blackhawk 
war,  and  though  he  never  Jived  on 
it.  there  is  rea-son  to  believe  that 
he  was  planning  when  public  life 
was  over  to  retire  to  his  Iowa  farm 
and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
there. 

Booth's  deed  at  Ford's  opera  house 
put  an  end  to  his  plans. 

When  Lincoln  fell,  a  martyr  be- 
fore the  assassin's  arun.  he  left  his 
farm  to  his  son,  Robert  Todd  Lin- 
coln. It  remained  in  young  Lin- 
coln's hands  for  some  years. 

The   record   at    Denison   show   the 
land  to  have  undergone  the  follow- . 
lng  changes  of  title: 

Patent  from  the  United  States 
government  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Abraham  Lincoln  to  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  his  son. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  to  Henry  Ed- 
wards. 

Henrv  Edwards  to  E.  T.   Cochran. 

E.  T.  Cochran  to  Peter  F.  Jep- 
son. 

Peter  F.  Jepson  to  Jursen  Jepsnn 
and  Julius  Jepson,  his  sons.  The 
"Abe  Lincoln  Farm"  of  120  acres 
was  kent  intact  until  the  death  of 
Peter  Jepson,  when  it  was  divided 
forty  acTes  to  Julius  and  eighty  to 
Jursen.  , 

Opposite  the  name  of  Lincoln,  in 
the  Denison  records,  some  one  has 
written  in  the  scrint  of  bygone  davs: 

"Rail  nresi dent-elect,  for  serv- 
ice"  in    Blackhawk   war.   cantain." 

The  patent  was  siened  b*  James 
Buchanan,  whom  Lincoln  was  des- 
tined so  soon  to  succeed. 

T  'ncoln  became  an  owner  of  Iowa 
real  estate  S°nt.  10.  iSfin.  fnn* 
■mon+^s  dftOT  ^ e  b*>ri  hp^ti  nonv'pptpri 
for  th°  pTocideT>-'-  and  two  months 
nrior  to  his  election. — Dailv  Regis- 
ter. 


In  order  to  keep  history  straight  J. 
B.  McHose  of  Boone  has  been  trac- 
ing the  land  in  Iowa  once  held  by 
Abraham  Lincoln.  One  tract  is  lo- 
cated in  Crawford  county  and  the 
other  in  Tama  county.  Carl  F.  Kuehn- 
le,  banker  of  Denison.  supplied  some 
data  to  Mr.  McHose  on  the  land  in 
Crawford  county.  It  consists  of  120 
acres  six  and  a  half  miles  northwest 
of  Denison.  and  was  deeded  by  Rob- 
ert T.  Lincoln,  while  he  was  embas- 
sador to  England  March  22,  1892,  to 
Henry  Edwards.  C.  L.  Voss  in  turn 
acquired  it  under  contract  which  was 
then  assigned  to  Henry  F.  Jepson, 
who  then  deeded  it  to  Peter  F.  Jep- 
son. At  last  accounts  Mr.  Jepson  still 
owned  the  land.  Charles  Berry  of  To- 
ledo, is  now  owner  of  the  Lincoln 
land  in  Tama  county  eight  miles . 
northwest  of  Tama  in  Howard  town- 
ship. It  was  deeded  in  1874  by  Rob- 
ert T.  Lincoln  to  Adam  Brecht,  and 
Mr.  Brecht 's  heirs  are  still  the  own- ; 
er=. 

*   *   *    -r^3 


"did   AbVs"   Iowa    Farm,  ' 
Jurgen  Jepeon.  a  resident  of  Good- 
rich   township.    Crawford   countv,   has 
the   honor   of   owning   the   farm   that 
was  owned  at  one  time  by  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  was  a  tract  of     unbroken 
prairie  when  Lineoln  secured  it.  The 
tract  is   not   far   from   Denison.     Th4 
historical  setting  of     the     place     his 
prompfed  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution  to  start  a  movement 
Joking   toward   the   placing   of  a   per- 
manent marker  in  a  conspicuous  place 
on   Ufa   farm..  The   city    of   Jeffereon 
Greene  county,  being  on  the  Lincoln 
Highway,  has  erected  a  monument  in 
honor    of    the    memory    of    the    great 
president    in    the    courthouse    square 
facing  the  highway.  r 


J 


FIND  NEW  LINCOLN  PROPERTY 

Logan      County     Clerk     Proves     Great 
Emancipator   Paid   Taxes  at 

Lincoln,    III.  /  m 

Lincoln,  III. — Proof  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  owned  property  other  than 
the  "Lincoln  homestead"  In  .Spring- 
field "was  established  here  when  County 
Clerk  Mowery  uncovered  In  the  base- 
ment of  the  Logan  county  courthouse 
a  musty  tax  collector's  book  of  1858, 
containing  Lincoln's  signature  on  a 
receipt  for  $2.40.  It  had  long  been 
contended  that  Lincoln  once  owned 
property  here  in  the  city  that  bears 
his  name,  but  no  records  could  be  found 
to  support  the  claim. 

The  property  on  which  Lincoln  paid 
taxes  in  1858  is  in  the  south  side  of 
the  courthouse  square.  The  present 
owner,  D.  H.  Harts,  paid  $114.15  in 
tuxes    on    it    last   year.  \ 


J      WK  >    RR7 
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Farm  Once  Owned 
by  Abraham  Lincoln 
is  Now  Well  Marked 

People  who  travel  What  is  known  as 
the  "Bottom1"  road  to  Sehleswig  rait 
not  fail  to  notice  the  large  botilder 
and  copper  inscription  that  has  been 
placed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  sec-  i 
Hon  18,  the  farm  once  owned  by  A  bra- 1 
ham  Lincoln,  and  now  the  property  of 
Jilrgen  .Tepsen.  The  Denison  chapter 
I).  A.  R.  has  caused  to  be  erected  this 
fine  monument,  and  Mr.  .Tepsen  will 
see  to  it  that  the  stone  is  not  molested 
in  any  way.  The  boulder  will  weigh 
in  the  neighborhood  of  two  tons,  and 
it  is  very  well  shaped.  On  the  upper 
side  is  a  copper  plate,  on  which  has 
been  inscribed  in  raised  letters  the 
following: 

LAND  GRANT 

made  to 

.ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

for  services  rendered 

in   the 

BLACK  HAWK  WAR  1832 

(Emblem)  t 

Marked  by 

DENISON  CHAPTER  D.  A.  R. 

1923 

It  is  understood  the  ladies  of  the 
Denison  chapter  wiU'omcially  dedicate 
the  monument  later  on,  at  which  time 
services  of  a  public  nature  will  no 
doubt  be  held. 

— t— 


WILL  UNVEIL  AND 
DEDICATE  TABLET 
ON  LINCOLN  FARM 

3>ru /sjsS   Jp.^    1?c*'*ir/' 

Denison    Chapter    Daughters    of    the 

American  Revolution  Will  IMli- 

cate  Memorial  Tablet  Friday 

EXERCISES   AT    THREE   O'CLOCK 


Program  to  be  Carried  Out,  and  Mr. 
R.  Shaw  Van  ^  ill  Deliver  An 
Address  at  Jurgcn  Jepsen  Farm 


On  next  Friday  afternoon  (he 
Denison  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  'Revolution  will  hold 
unveiling  services  for  the  memorial 
tablet  erected  <»n  the  last  once  owned 
h.v  Abraham  Lincoln,  now  Hie  prop- 
erty of  Jurgen  Jensen,  in  Goodrich 
township. 

The  program  will  be  given  at  3 
o'<  luck,  mid    is  us   follows : 

Bugle  call   by  John   H'oltorf.  Jr. 

invocation    by    Chapter    Chaplain. 
-    s+wn-i    Sketch   by   Regent. 

Musi.-.    Star    Spangled    Banner. 

Address,   by   K-   ShawVah. 

Unveiling  by  .Misses  Kern  Richard- 
son and  Zella   Gillinor. 

America,    by    Audience. 

A  large  boulder  has  been  moved  to 
a  corner  of  (be  150  acres  of  land, 
which  was  granted  by  the  govenment 
to  Abraham  Lincoln,  now  owned  by 
Mr.  Jepsen  and  on  this  boulder  the 
ladies  of  the  !►.  A.  R.  have  caused 
i,,  he  placed  n  copper  plate,  bearing 
i  he   following  inscripl  ion  : 

LAND   GRANT 

made    to 

AmilAHiAM    LINCOLN 

fur  services  rendered 

in  the 

BLACK  HAWK  MAR.  1S32 

(Emblem) 

Mhrketi  by 

DENISON  CHAPTER  D.  A.  R. 
i  923 

The  huge  boulder  weighs  in  the 
neighborhood  of  itwo  Ions,  and  may 
be  seen  from  the  road,  as  one  goes  or 
comes  from  Schleswig,  using  the  val- 
ley   road.     H      is     well     shaped,    and 

makes  a  splendid  marker.  Mr.  Jep- 
sen consented  lo  placing  the  boulder 
on  the  land  and  he  will  see  thai  the 
stone  is  not  molested  in  any  way. 
VVe  understand  the  services  next  Fri- 
day are  public  and  all  are  invited  to 
attend; 


LINCOLN  TABLET  PLACED 
ON  LAND  NEAR  DENISON 


Daughters  of  American  Revolution 
Dedicate  Marker  on  Tract  Once 
Owned  by  Martyred  President — 
Land  Was  Given  to  Lincoln  For 
Indian  War  Service,    j  #  *  L\ 

Sp;cia!  to  Tiroes-Republican. 

Denison,  June  16. — Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  honored  by  the  membership 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  of  Denison  by  'he  placing 
of  a  tablet  on  a  hu(?e  boultier  upon 
the  piece  of  land  he  once  owned  m 
this  county,  which  came  to  him.  for 
services  performed  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war  in  1323.  There  were  ap- 
propriate exercises  with  prayer,  -sing- 
ing, address  and  unveiling  of  the  tab- 
let. The  address  was  made  by  R- 
ShawVan,  of  Denison.  The  body  of 
land  is  five  miles  northwest  of  Deni- 
son on  the  road  to  Schleswig.  It  has 
been  known  as  the  "Lincoln  land' 
for  many  years-,  but  no  special  recog- 
nition was  ..given.,  it  jus  a  historical 
landmark  until' the  patriotic  society 
decided  upon  ilie  plan  to  put  up  the 
tablet,  which  was  just  dedicated.  The 
boulder  weighs  over  two  tons.  Trie 
tablet  is  of  copper  and  has  upon  it:  j 
"Land  grant  made  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln for  services  rendered  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  182J.  Marked  by 
Denison  chapter  D.  A.  R.,  N24." 


LINCOLN  OWNED  A 
FARM  AT  DENISON 

HOMESTEAD    SOLD    BY    HIS      SON, 

ROBERT    LINCOLN,     IN     1892, 

FOR  ONLY  $1,300. 


w 


Special   to   The  Dally  Nonpareil. 

Denison,  la..  Feb.  IS.— At  this  time, 
when  every  community  in  the  land  is 
laying  some  personal  claim  to  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  Is  noted  that  Crawford  county 
has  a  claim  lii  the  fact  that  Lincoln  at 
one  time  owned  120  acres  of  Crawford 
county  land  a  short  distance  northwest 
of  Denison.  It  was  entered  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  December  27,  1859,  L.  W.  68,645; 
patented  to  Lincoln  September  10,  1860; 
sold  March  22,  1892,  by  Robert  Lincoln  to 
Henry  Edwards,  a  music  teacher,  now  lo- 
cated in  Omaha,  for  {1,300;  sold  by  Henry 
Edwards  to  E,  T.  Cochran  April  2r>,  1892, 
for  $l.r><K>:  sold  to  Peter  Jepsen  by  B.  T. 
Cochran  on  October  20,  1S92.  for  $1,925,  who 
Is  the  present  owner.  Mr.  Jepsen  has 
refused  $100  an  acre  for  the  land,  but  it 
is  not  for  sale. 


LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 
MONUMENT  UNVEIL- 
ED LAST  WEDNES. 


Daughters  of    Imeriran   Revolution   in 

Charge  of  Exercises  at  Farm  Now 

Owned  by  Jurgen  Jepsen 


K.    SHAW    VAN    MARKS   ADDRESS 


Kami  Where  Boulder  is  Placed  Said 

to  be   the  Only  One  Ever  Owned 
Jiy    Abraham    Lincoln 

On  lasl  Wednesday  afternoon  the 
local  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution formally  unveiled  the  inonu- 
inciii  they  had  erected  upon  the  120 
acre  tract  of  land  formerly  nunc,]  bj 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Ave  miles  northwest 
of  the  city.  About  forty  people  were 
present  to  enjoy  the  impressive  exer- 
cises of  prayer,  singing,  addresses  and 
unveiling  of  the  tablet.  The  program 
was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  ,s.  (;.  Wright 
and    Mrs.   Carl    B.   Richardson. 

The  address  was  made  by  K.  Shaw- 
Van,  who  paid  a  fitting  tribute  to  the 
ladies  for  the  important  part  they 
are  now  taking  in  our  government.  He 
stated  (hat  I  he  old  savin-,  "A  wom- 
an's place  is  in  the  home,"  is  now  a 
tiring  of  the  past  for  the  womanhood 
of  this  country  have  proven  that,  they 
can  render  valuable  assistance  in  th< 
affairs  of  government.  He  paid  high 
tribute  to  the  ]  >.  A.  R.  organization 
for  their  patriotic  work  in  niarkin 
places  of  historical  interest  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land 
and  the  effect  thai  it  will  haw  upoi 
future    general  ions. 

The  l >.  A.  R.  organization  had  n 
large  boulder  weighing  more  than  two 
tons  placed  on  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
farm,  which  is  now  owned  by  Jurgen 
Jepsen.  A  bronze  table!  bearing  this 
inscripl  ion.  "Land  grant  made  to  Ab- 
raham Lincoln  for  services  rendered 
in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Marked  by 
Denison  chapter  D.  A.  R.,  1!>lm,"  is 
set  into  the  granite  boulder  with  m\i- 
crete.  Mr.  Jepsen  has  set  oft"  a  space 
oil  the  land  for  the  monumenl  and 
will    see   ih.ii    ii    i<   given    the   proper 

care  and   al  lent  ion. 

The  Lincoln  farm  as  it  is  commonly 
known  in  this  locality  has  been  a  point 
of  interest  for  years.  Of  recent  years 
many  tourists  traveling  over  the  Lin- 
coln highway  have  taken  occasion  to 
drive  eui  and  see  this  Farm  which  is 
said  to  be  the  only  farm  ever  owned 
by    Abraham    Lincoln.      Title    to    this 

farm    has    only       passed    four    or      five 

times    since    the    original    grant    from 

the    government     to    Abraham     1  In  -a,. 


1       A  LINE  0*  TYPE  OR  TWO 

j  i  -* 

'-%.  ff&f   Lincolniana  in  Iowa. 
Regarding  Lincoln:  Last  summer  I  had  some 
research    workers    digging    around    in    the    old 
Pottawattamie  county  records  in  Council  Bluffs, 
la.,  and  here's  what  they  found: 

Lincoln  loaned  $3,000  to  a  certain  gentleman 
from  Illinois.  In  return  he  took  a  quitclaim  deed 
to  certain  parcels  of  land  in  Council  Bluffs 
[Kanesville]  which  now  constitute  the  Union 
Pacific  transfer.  A  few  months  before  this  hap- 
pened, Lincoln  had  stood  on  the  bluff  there  and 
pointed  out  where  the  Union  Pacific  transfer 
should  be  located.  In  all,  Lincoln  owned  twelve  or 
thirteen  parcels  of  land  in  Council  Bluffs. 

Lincoln  was  also  one  of  those  rare  individuals 
to  whom  the  government  gave  two  farms  for 
service  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  The  first  was 
located  in  Cedar  county,  la.,  and  upon  his  plea 
that  he  had  lost  it  because  he  hadn't  enough 
money  to  pay  taxes  on  it  the  government  gave 
him  another  farm,  located  about  five  miles  west 
of  what  is  now  Denison,  la. 

When  the  Rutledge  family  moved  to  Iowa, 
shortly  after  Ann's  death  [her  mother  is  buried 
in  Iowa],  Lincoln  appointed  her  brother  to  public 
office  and  continued  him  in  various  offices. 

Donfarran. 


HISffiRlbAL  LINCOLN 

LETTER  DISCOVERED 


Tucked  away  in  a  little  booklet  of 
the  1860  census  of  the  United  States, 
a  historically  valuable  letter  was 
found  Thursday  among  the  files  in 
the  office  of  County  Clerk  C.  C. 
Tull. 

The  booklet  had  been  owned  by 
John  Jenkins,  county  clerk,  in  the 
sixties.  The  letter,  addressed  to 
Clerk  Jenkins,  was  from  Justice 
David  Davis,  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
court,  former  local  judge,  directing 
that  Jenkins  pay  the  taxes  on  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  town  lot,  located  on 
the  south  side  of  the  courthouse 
square.  He  promised  to  reimburse 
the  clerk  when  he  saw  him.  a  short 
time  later. 

The  letter  was  written  in  April 
1865,  a  short  time  after  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's assassination-,  It  was  written 
from  Washington  on  black  bordered 
mourning  paper.  Justice  Davis  was 
an  executor  of  President  Lincoln's 
estate.  He  also  served  as  acting 
vice  president  for  a  time. 

The  census  gave  Logan  county  a 
population  of  14.276  in  1860.  a  gain 
of  9.148  over  Logan  county's  popula- 
tion of  5,128  in  1850. 

Judge  L.  B.  Stringer  has  placed 
the  Davis  letter  among  his  valuable 
papers  relating  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 


^onunuen  on  fage 

Lincoln  Home  Deed 
Stolen  From  Library 

Chica-o.  Aug.  29.  (INS) -Some- 
where in  the  country  tonight,  a 
thief  is  at  large  with  the  deed  to 
Abraham  uincoln's  Illinois  home  in 
his  possession.  Since  he  can  hardly 
i  show  it  to  his  friends  or  sell  it, 
I  police  are  wondering  what  he  will 
do  with  -t. 

The  deed,  given  Lincoln  by  his 
parents,  a.ong  with  signed  letters 
of  Gen  U  S  Grant  and  Gen.  John 
A.  Logan,  and  an  affidavit  bearing 
Lincoln's  name,  was  stolen  July  29, 
from  the  G.A.rt.  room  of  the  Chi- 
cago  public   library. 


Mr.  Warren: 

Tais  abstract  of  the  deed  from  Judd  to  Lincoln  X  ^^  from  the  deed 
records  at  Council  Bluffs.   You  know  of  course  that  oudd  and  Lincoln  were  cl 
friends.  This  deed  was  in  reality  a  mortgage  I  understand,  tajcen  for  a  loan  by 
LincolnBto^ud£;  ^  wir#  jyUUn#  R#Jud<1# 

of  Cook  County  Illinois, 
To  H    Q0IT  CLAIM  DLiD 

^ABRAHAM  LINCOLN* 
of  Sangaaoa  County  Illinois, 

Bated   November  11th.  1653, 

Acknowledged  before  Buooh  G.Rook  Motary  Public  Cook  County  Illinois 
November  11th.  1859. 

filed  for  Rsoord  Pehruary  14th.  I860,  Beoorded  Book  0  page  443  Records 
Deeds  Potawottaaie  County  Iowa. 

Consideration  Three  Thousand  dollars  cash  receipt  of  which  is  ac- 
knowledged. 

C0NV2Y9, 

Lots  2  and  3.  Block  One 

Lots  8  and  9  Block  Seven 

Lots3  and  4  Block  six 

Lot  3  in  Block  12 

Lots  7  and  8  Block  Eleven 

Lots  15  and  16  Block  fourteen 

Lot  6  In  Block  Two 

Lot  5  in  Block  nineteen 

Lots  11-12—  3-and  4  Block  Sixteen 

all  in  Rldile's  Subdivision  of  the  N.F.  1/4  of  3.*.  1/4  section  36 

Twonshlp  T5  North  of  Range  44  <*est  in  Council  Bluffs  Pottauotaaie 

County  Iowa.  

5lso  1/I6th.  interest  of  s.w.  l/4sectlon  34  Townshi  75  N.  of 
Range*   44  *.  sltuatsd  in  County  of  Pottawotanis  and  State  of  Io- 
wa aforesaid  containing  Ten  acres  except  so  ouch  as  heretofore 
deeded  for  Right  of  way  for  Misslppi  and  Missouri  Railway. 

As  the  record  stands  it  appears  that  the  title  still  stands  in  Lincoln's  name. 
I  cannot  positively  so  state,  but  I  did  make  a  pretty  thorough  search  for  re- 
lease or  reconveyance.  It  is  my  information  that  there  was  a  release  executed 
bv  a  temporary  Administrator  appointed  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  the 
reconveyance,  but  I  found  no  record  of  such,  nor  did  I  learn  where  nor  when 
such  temporary  administrator  was  appointed. 

And  in  the  matter  of  Administrators,  I  believe  if  I  correctly  recall  Judge, 
David  Davis  was  the  regular  administrator  of  the  Lincoln  estate.   I  once  made  it 
a  point  to  examine  the  administration  papers  in  the  Probate  Judge's  office  at 
Spring  field,  for  the  following  reason. 

Our  friend  Dr.  Schmidt  once  told  me  this  story,  which  I  shall  never  forget, 
he  said  that  a  very  intelligent  lady  of  advancing  age  told  him  the  story.  She 
he  stated  was  in  the  employ  of  one  of  the  important  financial  institutions  of 
Sprimgfield,  but  he  could  not  recall  just  which;  and  that  he  for  the  life  of 
him  could  not  remember  the  name  of  the  narrator.  *ere  is  the  story  as  he  told 
to  me  and  positively  do  I  know  that  it  was  the  story  told  to  him.   It  was  this 
That  after  the  election  of  Lincoln  a  large  distilling  firm  made  him  a  present  of 
a  barrel  of  whisky.  That  he  never  opened  it,  but  had  it  buried  in  his  back  yard 
prior  to  his  departure  to  Washington  to  be  inaugurated.  That  at  the  time  of  his 
emise  that  the  bareel  was  stil  immured  where  interred.  That  the  administrator 
had  it  dug  up  and  placing  it  in  bottles  sold  it  out,  and  that  her  father  pur- 
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chased  some  of  the  bottles.  That  he  treasured  it  so  much  thet  he  never  consumed 
any  of  it  save  on  occasion  when  entertaining  special  friends,  and  that  he  always 
served  it  sparingly  and  with  ritualistic  ceremonial. 

I  netier  again  had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  subject  with  the  dear 
doctor,  but  I  did  search  diligently  in  Springfield  for  the  possible  location 
of  the  lady  quoted  by  the  doctor,  but  no  one  could  give  me  any  idea  whom  she  * 
may  h?ve  been.  In  the  search  in  the  probate  records  there  appears  no  note  men 
tion  nor  reference  to  any  sales  report  containing  such  material.  The  Probate 
judge  was  an  ardent  Lincoln  admirer,  but  had  never  heard  the  story  he  said 

until  I  related  it  to  him. 

His  father  had  held  the  same  office  tnat  he  was  occupying  during  the 
war  and  he  related  some  most  interesting  matters  that  he  had  learned  from 
his  father  about  Grant  who  had  headquarters  with  him  during  the  earlier  times 
of  the  civil  war,  before  Grant  became  appointed  general.  The  court  house  at 
Lincoln  when  I  was  there  was  the  same  one  that  was  in  use  in  those  days  when 
Grant  was  in  Springfield  training  recruits. 

ever  heard  the  story  related  above  as  told  me  by  Dr.  Schmidt? 
What  do  youdtSnk  of  it.  I  cannot  figure  it  out.  Of  course  neither  of  us  can 
possibly  doubt  him;  and  since  he  had  confidence  in  his  informant  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  disbelieve  her  story;  then  too  it  is  unthinkable  that  Judge  David  Davis 
as  administrator  of  the  Lincoln  estate  should  have  disposed  of  so  important  item 
of  the  assets  of  the  estate  as  that  relic  should  have  been  without  maiding  a 
report  of  sale  to  the  court. 

Sincerely; 


ames  iJ.Wiikerson. 


*gp 
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CHICAGO 


May  29,    1940 


William    Atkins,  Esq. 
829  Pekin  Street, 
Lincoln,  Illinois. 


Dear  Mr.  Atkins* 

This  is  a  long- delayed  answer  to  your  letter  of  April   25,   1940, 
addressed  to  the  Librarian,  Chicago  TRIBUNE,  in  which  you  request 
further  publication  by  the  LINE  01  TYPE  column  of  facts  concerned 
with  their  publication  of  my  material  therein  under  date  of 
Februaryl8,  1939  on  the  subject  of  Lincoln* 

I  enclose  herewith  transcriptions  of  the  material  as  follows* 

Lincoln  Collection  (contents)  in  the 
Pottawattamie  County  courthouse   (Iowa) 

■ 
Copy  of  recorded  Deed  of  property  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
(Listing  and  locating  all  lots,  etc.) 

Facts  established  concerning  Lincoln's 
property  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  etc. 

Copies  of  these  transcriptions  have  been  given  the  State 
Historical  Society  (Dr.  Paul  Angle)  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 
I   also  have  blue-print  copies  of  plats   showing  exact  location 
of  all  Lincoln  properties  in  Council  Bluffs.  These  have  been 
copied  by  Dr.  Angle  for  the  Illinois  Historical  Society.  My 
copies   are  being  given  to  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  in 
a  short  time. 

Trusting  this  material  will  be  of  value  to  you,  I   remain 

STiIcerely  yours,      \ 


cc-  Charles  Collins, 

Linemaster,   A  LINE  0«  TYPE  OR  TWO, 
Chicago     Illinois 


Doiv    Farran 
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COFY  OF  RECORDED  DEED  OF  PROPERTY  TO  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  IN  COUNCIL  BLUFFS,    IOWA 


(Map  of  Riddle's  Addition, 
Plat  Book  X,   p.    18) 


B9B 


(Vol.  0,  Lands,  p  443 
Recorder's  office,  Council  Bluffs) 


"THIS  INDENTURE  made  this  eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  "between  Norman  S.  Judd,  and  Adaline  R. 
Judd,  his  wife,  of  the  County  of  Cook,  and  State  of  Illinois,  party  of  the  first 
part,  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Springfield,  County  of  Sangamon,  and  State  of 
Illinois,  party  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth  that  the  said  party  of  the  first 
part  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  in  hand  paid 
by  the  party  of  the  second  part,  the  receipt  of  -which  is  hereby  acknowledged, 
and  the  party  of  the  second  part  forever  released  and  discharged  therefrom,  have 
remised,  released,  sold,  conveyed  and  quit  claimed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
remise,  release,  sell,  convey  and  quit  claim  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  right,  title,  interest,  claim  and 
demand  which  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  have  in  and  to  the  following  des- 
cribed lots,  pieces  or  parcels  of  land,  to  wit: 


Lots  Numbers  2  and  3  in  Block  Number  1 
Lots  Numbers  8  and  9  in  Block  Number  7 
Lots  Numbers  3  and  4  in  Block  Number  6 
Lot  Number   3  -  -  -  in  Block  Number  12 
Lots  Numbers   7  and  8  in  Block  Number  11 
Lots  Numbers  15  and  16  in  Block  Number  14 
Lots  Numbers  11,  12,  3  and  4  in  Blocks  Number  16 


in  Riddle's  subdivision  of  the  NE^-  SWrr  of  Section  36  in  township  75  North, 
Range  44  7.*est,  in  Council  Bluffs,  in  the  county  of  Pottawattamie,  and  State  of 
Iowa.  Also  undivided  one-sixteenth  of  the  Stih  Section  34  in  the  township  75 
North,  Range  44  YTest,  situated  in  the  County  of  Pottawattamie,  and  State  of 
Iowa,  aforesaid,  and  containing  ten  acres,  except  as  much  as  may  be  deeded  for 
right-of-way  to  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Railroad,  to  have  and  to  hold  same 
together  with  all  and  singular  appurtenances  and  privileges  thereto  belonging 
or  in  anywise  thereto  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest 
and  claim  whatever  of  the  party  of  the  first  part  in  law  or  equity,  to  the 
only  proper  use,  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hereunto  set 
their  hand  and  seal  the  date  first  before  written. 


N.  3.  JUDD 
ADALINE  R.  JUDD 


Sealed  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  E.  G.  Kooke 


BUB 


FACTS  ESTABLISHED  CONCERNING  LINCOLN'S  PROPERTY 


IN  COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA 


Real  estate  aoquired  by  Abraham  Lincoln  by  virtue  of  a  quit  claim 
deed  issued  by  one  N.  B.  Judd,  of  Cook  County,  Illinois,  November  11, 
1859,  consisted  of  seventeen  lots  in  Riddle's  Addition,  Council  Bluffs,  la., 
and  the  "undivided  sixteenth  of  the  SY?}  Section  34  in  the  township  75  North 
Range  44  West,  situated  In  Pattawattamie  County,  and  State  of  Iowa." 

The  entire  block  of  real  estate,  and  the  10  acre  traot  west  of  the 
city  of  Council  Bluffs,  remained  in  the  possession  of  Lincoln  and  his  heirs 
until  August  10,  1867,  when  quit  claim  deeds  were  issed  by  his  widow,  Mary 
Linooln,  and  his  son,  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  in  favor  of  Norman  B.  ludd.  In 
these  quit  claim  deeds  is  found  the  information  that  the  original  quit  claim 
deed  from  Judd  to  Lincoln  "was  intended  as  appears  by  a  defeasance  of  even 
date,  (Nov*  11,  1859)  therewith  to  operate  as  a  mortgage  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  thereon  at  the 
rate  of  10^  (ten  per  oent)  per  annum,  payable  in  five  years,  from  tho  first 
day  of  September,  1859)  which  said  sum,  with  interest  thereon,  has  been  duly 
paid."  At  the  time  these  quit  claims  were  issued,  Robert  Linooln  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  but  his  younger  brother,  Thomas,  was  but  fourteen  years 
old*  Consequently*  to  secure  dear  title  to  the  land,  Mr*  Judd  sued  Thomas 
Lincoln,  in  the  District  Court  of  Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa,  for  what  ap- 
pears to  be  a  release  of  a  mortgage  on  the  property  in  question*  A  guardian, 
D.  C*  Bloomer,  of  Council  Bluff at   was  appointed  for  Thomas  Linooln,  and  the 
oase  was  heard  on  January  27,  1868,  at  which  time  the  court  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  instructed  a  commissioner's  deed  to  be  issued  to  Judd  in  the 
name  of  Thomas  Lincoln*  This  was  done  by  Morris  P.  Brewer,  special  commission- 
er appointed  by  the  court* 

The  city  lets  changed  hands  many  times  in  the  next  few  years,  but  the 
ten  acre  tract  of  land  remained  in  N*B*  Judd's  name  until  September  IS,  1906, 
when  quit  claim  deeds  were  issued  by  the  surviving  heirs  of  N.B.  Judd,  a  son 
and  a  daughter,  Edward  J.  Judd,  and  Mary  M*  Gould,  both  of  Seneoa  County,  New 
York*  (No  city  given*)  The  deed  is  very  simply  worded,  and  is  as  followsi 


Seneoa  County*  New  York* 
Sept.  13,  1905. 

Mary  M.  Gould  and  husband,  Seabury  S*  Gould, 

to 
Oscar  Herman. 

Mary  M*  Gould,  and  Seabury  8*  Gould,  wife  and  husband,  Mary  M* 
Gould  and  her  brother,  Edward  J*  Judd,  being  the  only  children  and  sole  heirs 
of  Norman  B*  Judd,  now  deceased,  for  the  sum  of  one  and  no/one-hundredths 
dollars,  hereby  quit  claim  to  Oscar  Herman,  of  the  county  of  Pottawattamie 
and  State  of  Iowa,  the  following  real  estate  situated  in  the  county  of  Potta- 
wattamie and  State  of  Iowa* 

The  undivided  sixteenth  interest  in  the  ST;1  of  Section  Number  Thirty- 
four,  Township  Number  seventy-five.  Range  Number  forty-four  west  of 
the  5th  P.  M* 

Mary  M*  Gould, 
Seabury  S.  Gould*" 


Lincoln  Property  in  Council  Bluffs 


Page  2 

The  deed  signed  by  the  son,  Edward  J.  Judd,  and  his  -wife,  Carrie  W*  Judd,  is 
identical  with  the  exoeption  of  the  consideration,  which  in  this  case  is 
fire  dollars* 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  word  "interest"  is  inserted  after  "undivided  sixteenth" 
in  these  deeds,  and  that  it  does  not  appear  either  in  the  original  deed  from 
Judd  to  Lincoln,  nor  in  the  deeds  from  the  Lincoln  heirs  to  Judd. 

The  exact  location  of  this  ten  acres  (one- sixteenth  of  a  quarter  section),  is 
not  given  in  these  deeds,  but  it  is  assumed  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  north 
half  of  the  SW^  54-75-44,  as  these  papers  have  been  filed  with  all  other  copies 
of  documents  connected  with  the  north  half  of  the  quarter-section  mentioned,  in 
the  offices  of  the  Abstract  Guarantee  Company,  5th  Avenue  and  Pearl  Ste.,  Council 
Bluffs,  la.  Also  these  quit  claim  deeds  from  the  children  o f  Norman  B.  Judd 
were  issued  shortly  after  the  north  half  of  the  aforementioned  quarter-section 
was  cleared  of  a  long  time  mortgage,  and  about  the  time  the  Union  Pacific  acquired 
title. 

The  entire  quarter-section,  160  acres,  SWij-  34-75-44,  was  entered  in  the  Council 
Bluffs  Land  Office  in  the  name  of  Samuel  M.  Ballard,  on  July  30,  1855,  and  a  - 
was  granted  Ballard  on  same  on  January  5,  1854. 

Samuel  W.  Ballard  sold  to  Hamilton  W*  white  "an  undivided  half  of  the  SY<±  34-75-44" 
on  Dee.  18,  I860* 


Heirs  of  Hamilton  White  sold  "an  undivided  half  of  the  Sal  34-75-44  to  Stillman 
V*  Iheelook,  March  10,  1868* 

Stillman  W.  ITheelock  sold  right-of-way  to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  through  this 
land  on  March  16,  1872. 

Stillman  ¥•  Wheelock  and  wife  issued  quit  claim  to  "the  undivided  north  half  of 
8W}  34-75-44,  and  portion  of  the  south  half  of  SW^  34-76-44  lying  north  of  the 
Union  Pacifio  Railroad  tracks,"  to  Samuel  Balltrd,  March  2,  1877,  ($850). 

Executor's  Deed  (Mrs*  Ballard  and  Wm.  Pussy)  to  City  of  Council  Bluffs,  66'  of 
land  extending  east  through  the  "north  half  of  Sw£"  34-75-44"  for  a  street, 
Nov.  8,  1886* 

Executor's  Deed,  Ballard  estate,  to  a  syndicate  of  bmsiness  men  (8  men,  6  of  them 
Omaha  men),  79.07  acres  "situate  in  the  S*£  Sec.  34,  Twp*  75,  R.  44  -  -  -  all  that 
part  lying  north  of  the  Union  Pacific  right-of-way  excepting  the  part  deeded  to 
the  City  of  Council  Bluffs".  The  consideration  was  |200  per  aore,  of  which  $5,000 
was  paid  down,  and  a  mortgage  to  Mrs*  Ballard  for  #10,542.66  for  the  balance,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1886* 

Numerous  transfers  were  made  thereafter,  and  assignments  of  the  mortgage,  which  was 
finally  fully  released  Sept.  2,  1903. 

All  members  of  the  syndicate  sold  their  interest  to  Nathan  Merriam,  of  Omaha,  eventu- 
ally, who  was  one  of  the  original  eight  owners,  the  last  of  these  selling  in  May, 1890 

The  exaot  date  of  the  acquirement  of  title  by  the  Union  Paoific  is  not  available  at 
this  time,  as  much  litigation  oausod  some  delay,  according  to  the  abstractor  who 
assisted  in  securing  the  foregoing  information. 
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The  city  tax  list  (Council  Bluffs)  for  1869  shows  "I.  B.  Judd"  as  owner  of 
the  seventeen  lots  in  Riddle1 s  Addition,  with  tax  marked  "paid".  The  de- 
scription of  the  ten  aores  is  given,  but  no  owner  is  sho\m.  Earlisr  tax 
reeords  do  not  show  the  name  of  Judd,  nor  do  either  Lands  or  Town  Lots  in 
the  Recorder's  office,  according  to  the  indexes.  Transfer  books  showed  nothing* 

The  abstractor  states  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  find  where  Judd  ac- 
quired title  to  the  property  originally,  but  his  title  was  considered 
perfeot  after  the  decision  of  the  District  Court  Judge  in  his  favor  in 
his  suit'  against  Thomas  Linooln  for  quit  claim  to  the  property,  in  1868. 
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Council  Bluffs,  —  Pottawattamie  County  Courthouse 

Lincoln  Collection,  1859  (1860-1863)  1892.   10 
entries  in  6  volumes.  Arranged  chronologically.   Base- 
ment, vault;  in  two  letter  files  (30  x  24  x  12).  May  be 
consulted  by  permission  of  Judge  John  P.  Tinley. 

The  entries  show  a  record  of:  real  estate  trans- 
actions by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Pottawattamie  County,  1859- 
65;  Robert  Lincoln's  name  also  appears  in  connection  with 
this  property,  and  also  land  in  Crawford  County;  notes  on 
tax  payments,  service  charges,  dates  and  title  to  property. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Robert  Lincoln 


■  »V 


■ 


■ 


Rev.  T.  W.  Chisholm  and  family 
came  to  Decatur  from  Toledo,  Iowa. 
Knowing  that  we  are  interested  in 
stories  about  Lincoln  Mrs.  Chisholm 
brought  to  the  office  a  copy  of  their 
former  home  town  newspaper,  The 
Toledo  (Tama  county)  chronicle, 
which  gives  records  of  conveyancing 
of  Tama  county  land  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. 

One  record  shows  a  certified  copy 
of  the  original  patent  dated  June  1, 
1855,  signed  by  President  Franklin 
Pierce,  conveying  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, captain  of  the  Fourth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  Blackhawk  War,  40  acres. 
On  April  16,  1874,  Mary  Lincoln 
(widow)  deeded  this  land  to  Robert 
T  Lincoln,  and  December  1,  1874. 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  deeded  the  land  to 
Adam  Brecht,  father  of  the  present 
owner,  Nettie  M.  Berry.  This  land  is 
4  miles  southeast  of  Garwin. 

Carl  Sandburg  tells  of  this  grant  of 
land  in  his  life  of  Lincoln,  entitled, 
"The  Prairie  Years."       ,.,    .<// 


When  Lincoln,  an  Iowa  Land-Owner,  Defen< 


(Excerpts  from  an  address  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liam J.  Petersen,  superintendent  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,  before 
the  joint  session  of  the  Iova  General  As- 
sembly on  Friday,  Feb.  11.) 

IN  1850,  and  again  in  1855,  congress  passed 
laws  granting  bounties  of  land  to  persons 
who  had  rendered  services  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  having 
served  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war,     was     granted     three 
land  warrants.    He  selected 
two  of  these  land  warrants 
in  Iowa,  striking  testimony 
of  his  high  regard  for  the 
future     prospects      of    the 
Hawkeye   state.     The   first 
Iowa  land  allotted  him  was 
a  40-acre  improved  tract  in 
Tama       county,       fourteen 
miles  northwest  of  Toledo. 
The  land  was  worth  $10  per 
acre  when  Lincoln  acquired 
it   and  the  taxes  were  only 
The  warrant  was  issued  to  him  on  April  16, 
1852,    and    the    patent    granted    on    June    1, 
1855.     After  Lincoln's    death   this,  property 
was  sold  try  his  heirs. 
His    second   Iowa   military   land   warrant 


IXSCOLX. 

51.60    in    1858, 


was  a  120  acre  tract  in  Crawford  county 
eight  miles  northwest  of  Denison.  This  land 
was  sold  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  in  1892  for 
$1,300.  In  1923  the  Denison  chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  erect- 
ed a  boulder  and  copper  plate  upon  this  land 
as  a  reminder  that  it  was  once  owned  by 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

In  addition  to  his  two  military  land  war- 
rants, Lincoln  acquired  certain  small  par- 
cels of  land  in  and  near  Council  Bluffs 
from  Norman  B.  Judd  in  1859.  These  lots 
were  held  by  Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  in  1867  the  Lincoln  heirs  re- 
conveyed  them  to  Mr.  Judd. 

*     *     * 
RAILROAD  LAWYER. 

Next  let  us  turn  to  Lincoln  as  an  able 
railroad  lawyer,  whose  services  were  much 
in  demand  by  such  corporations  as  the  Illinois 
Central  and  the  Rock  Island  railroads.  One 
of  his  most  famous  railroad  cases  deals  with 
the  wreck  of  the  steamboat  Effie  Afton  on 
the  Rock  Island  bridge  in  1856.  Although 
there  is  no  evidence  that  Lincoln  visited 
Iowa  on  the  occasion  of  his  defense  of  the 
Rock  Island  Bridge  company  against  the 
steamboat  interests  in  1857,  the  importance 
of  his  contribution  to  Iowa  history,  to  rail- 


road history,   and  indeed   to  the  westward 
movement,  can  scarcely  be  overemphasized. 
BRIDGE  ACCIDENT. 
The  story  briefly  runs  as  follows: 
On  February  22,   1854,  the  iron  horse  of 
the  Rock  Island  railroad  reached  the  Mis- 
sissipi  opposite  Davenport— the  first  railroad 
to   link   the   Mississippi   with   the   Atlantic. 
Anxious  to  gain  easy  access  to  the  fertile 
prairies   of   Iowa,   a   bridge    was   completed 
between  Rock  Island  and  Davenport  in  April, 
1856,  despite  the  strong  opposition  of  Secre- 
tary of  War  Jefferson  Davis  who  favored 
the  southern  route. 

On  May  6th  the  steamboat  Effie  Afton, 
while  attempting  to  g6  through  the  Il- 
linois side  of  the  drawbridge,  smashed 
against  the  pier,  caught  on  fire,  and  was 
completely  destroyed.  The  flames  also 
consumed'  the  wooden  span  east  of  the 
drawbridge  putting  the  bridge  out  of  com- 
mission fully  four  months. 


* 


The  steamboat  ^  ...jrs  promptly  brought 
suit  against  the  bridge  company  and  the 
case  was  tried  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  in  Chicago  in  September,  1857.  During 
the  voluminous  testimony  bitter  feelings 
were  exhibited  on  both  sides. 


Jed  the  Rock  Island  Railroad 


TRIAL   ARGUMENT.  , 

Lincoln  himself  remained  calm  through- 
out the  trial,  stating  according  to  the  orig- 
inal report  in  the  Chicago  Daily  *****  °* 
September  24,  1857,  that  he  expected  to 
orow  earnest  as  he  proceeded  but  not  ill- 
natured'  .  .  The  last  thing  that  would  be 
pleasing  to  him,"  he  assured  the  jury,  ''would 
be  to  have  one  of  these  great  channels,  ex- 
tending almost  from  where  it  never  freezes 
to  where  it  never  thaws,  block  up.  But 
there  is  a  travel  from  east  to  west,"  he  point- 
ed out  "whose  demands  are  not  less  im- 
portant than  that  of  the  river.  It  is  grow- 
ing larger  and  larger,  building  up  new  coun- 
tries with  a  rapidity  never  before  seen  in 
the  history  of  the  world." 

He   alluded  to   the  astonishing   growth 
of  Illinois,  having  grown  within  his  mem- 
orv  to   a   population   of   a  million   and   a 
half;  to  Iowa  and  the  other  young  and  ris- 
ing communities  of  the  Northwest. 
"Railroad  travel,"   Lincoln  asserted,   "had 
its  rights   just  as  much  as  steamboat  travel. 
If  the  Mississippi  had  not  acquired  its  ad- 
vantage in  "priority  and  legislation,"  Lincoln 
contended,  the  railroad  could  enter  into    free 
competition"  with  it  and  readily  surpass  it. 
By  way  of  illustration,  Lincoln  pointed  to  the 
12  586  freight  cars  and  74,179  passengers  that 


had  passed  over  the  Rock  Island  bridge  in 
eleven  months.  "This  shows,"  Lincoln  con- 
cluded, "that  this  bridge  must  be  treated  with 
respect  in  this  court  and  is  not  to  be  kicked 
about  with  contempt." 

^     *     * 
MEMORIAL. 

Lincoln  made  a  second  important  contribu- 
tion to  the  history  of  railroading  in  Iowa 
and  America  when,  as  president  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  confronted  with  the  problem 
of  locating  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Union 
Pacific.  While  stopping  at  Council  Bluffs 
in  1859,  he  had  met  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 
who  had  just  completed  extensive  railroad 
surveys  west  of  the  Missouri  for  the  Rock 
Island  railroad.  Lincoln  remembered  this 
visit  when  congress  passed  the  act  providing 
for  a  transcontinental  railroad,  and  promptly 
called  General  Dodge  to  the  White  House 
for  a  conference. 

These   two    conferences   with   Grenville 
M.  Dodge,   more  perhaps  than  anything 
else,  fixed  Council  Bluffs  as  the  eastern 
terminus  of  the  Union  Pacific. 
A  memorial  to  Lincoln  has  been  erected  on 
the    bluff    overlooking    the    Missouri    nver, 
where  he  and  his  Iowa  friends  stood  in  185* 
and  looked  westward  over  the  great  plains  of 


Nebraska. 
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When  Lincoln,  an  Iowa  Land-Owner,  Defem 


(Excerpts  from  an  address  by  Br.  Wil- 
liam J.  Petersen,  superintendent  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,  before 
the  joint  session  of  the  Iowa  General  As- 
sembly on  Friday,  Feb.  11.) 

IN  1850,  and  again  in  1855,  congress  passed 
laws  granting  bounties  of  land  to  persons 
who  had  rendered  services  in  the  armies  of 

the  United  States. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  having 

served  in  the  Black  Hawk 

war,     was     granted     three 

land  warrants.    He  selected 

two  of  these  land  warrants 

in  Iowa,  striking  testimony 

of  his  high  regard  for  the 

future     prospects     of*    the 

Hawkeye   state.     The   first 

Iowa  land  allotted  him  was 

a  40-acre  improved  tract  in 

Tama       county,       fourteen 

miles  northwest  of  Toledo. 

The  land  was  worth  ?10  per 
acre  when  Lincoln  acquired  ™  '     _ 

it  and  the  taxes  were  only  $1.60  in  1858. 
The  warrant  was  issued  to  him  on  April  16, 
1852,  and  the  patent  granted  on  June  1, 
1855.  After  Lincoln's  death  this,  property 
was  sold  by  his  heirs. 
His   second   Iowa   military   land   warrant 


was  a  120  acre  tract  in  Crawford  county 
eight  miles  northwest  of  Denison.  This  land 
was  sold  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  in  1892  for 
$1  300.  In  1923  the  Denison  chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  erect- 
ed a  boulder  and  copper  plate  upon  this  land 
as  a  reminder  that  it  was  once  owned  by 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

In  addition  to  his  two  military  land  war- 
rants, Lincoln  acquired  certain  small  par- 
cels of  land  in  and  near  Council  Bluffs 
from  Norman  B.  Judd  in  1859.  These  lots 
were  held  by  Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  in  1867  the  Lincoln  heirs  re- 
conveyed  them  to  Mr.  Judd. 


road  history,   and  indeed  to  the  westward 
movement,  can  scarcely  be  overemphasized. 
BRIDGE  ACCIDENT. 
The  story  briefly  runs  as  follows: 
On  February  22,  1854,  the  iron  horse  of 
the  Rock  Island  railroad  reached  the  Mis- 
sissipi  opposite  Davenport-the  first  railroad 
to   link   the   Mississippi   with   the   Atlantic. 
Anxious  to  gain  easy  access  to  the  fertile 
prairies   of   Iowa,   a  bridge   was  completed 
between  Rock  Island  and  Davenport  in  April, 
1856,  despite  the  strong  opposition  of  Secre- 
tary of  War  Jefferson  Davis  who  favored 
the  southern  route. 


sfe     *     * 
RAILROAD  LAWYER. 

Next  let  us  turn  to  Lincoln  as  an  able 
railroad  lawyer,  whose  services  were  much 
in  demand  by  such  corporations  as  the  Illinois 
Central  and  the  Rock  Island  railroads.  One 
of  his  most  famous  railroad  cases  deals  with 
the  wreck  of  the  steamboat  Effie  Afton  on 
the  Rock  Island  bridge  in  1856.  Although 
there  is  no  evidence  that  Lincoln  visited 
Iowa  on  the  occasion  of  his  defense  of  the 
Rock  Island  Bridge  company  against  the 
steamboat  interests  in  1857,  the  importance 
of  his  contribution  to  Iowa  history,  to  rail- 


On  May  6th  the  steamboat  Effie  Afton, 
while  attempting  to  g6  through  the  Il- 
linois side  of  the  drawbridge,  smashed 
against  the  pier,  caught  on  fire,  and  was 
completely  destroyed.  The  flames  also 
consumed  the  wooden  span  east  of  the 
drawbridge  putting  the  bridge  out  of  com- 
mission fully  four  months. 

*     *     * 

The  steamboat  u  ...ors  promptly  brought 
«uit  against  the  bridge  company  and  the 
case  was  tried  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  in  Chicago  in  September,  1857.  During 
the  voluminous  testimony  bitter  feelings 
were  exhibited  on  both  sides. 


4ed  the  Rock  Island  Railroad 
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TRIAL   ARGUMENT. 

Lincoln    himself   remained    calm    through- 
out the  trial,  stating  according  to  the  on 
inal  report  in  the   Chicago   Daily  Press  of 
September   24,    1857,    that   he    expected      to 
S  earnest' as  he  proceeded  but  not  fit 
natured'      .  .  The  last  thing  that  would  be 
pleasTng  to  him,"  he  assured  the  jury,  'would 
be  to  have  one  of  these  great  channels,  ex- 
tend^ almost  from  where  it  never  freeze 
to   where    it   never   thaws,    block   up.     But 
nerf  is  a  travel  from  east  to  west/'  he  point- 
Pd   out    "whose   demands   are  not  less   im 
iportant  than  that  of  the  river.     It  as  grow- 
fng  larger  and  larger,  building  up  new  coun- 
tries with  a  rapidity  never  before   seen  in 
the  history  of  the  world." 

He  alluded  to   the  astonishing   growth 
of  Illinois,  having  grown  within  his  mem- 
ory to  a  population  of  a  million  and  a 
half,  to  Iowa  and  the  other  yoi.ng  and  ris- 
ing communities  of  the  Northwest. 
"Railroad  travel,"   Lincoln  asserted    "had 
its  rights,  just  as  much  as  steamboat  travel 
If  the  Mississippi  had  not  acquired  its  ad- 
vantage in  "priority  and  legislation,"  Lincoln 
on  tended"  the  railroad  could  enter  into  "free 
competition"  with  it  and  readily  surpass  it 
By  way  of  illustration.  Lincoln  pointed  to  the 
,12,586  freight  cars  and  74,179  passengers  that 


had  passed  over  the  Rock  Island  bridge  in 
eleven  months.  "This  shows,"  Lincoln  con- 
eluded,  "that  this  bridge  must  1*  treated  with 
respect  in  this  court  and  is  not  to  be  kicked 
about  with  contempt." 

#     #     * 
MEMORIAL. 

Lincoln  made  a  second  important  contribu- 
tion to  the  history  of  "&°f%*J££ 
and  America  when,  as  president  of  the  United 
Staffs,  he  was  confronted  with  the ;  proMem 
of  locating  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Umon 
Pacific      While   stopping  at  Council   Bluffs 
fn   1859,   he    had   met    Grenville   M.    Dodge 
who  had  just  completed  pensive  railroad 
surveys  west  of  the  Missouri  for  the  Rock 
stand    railroad.      Lincoln    remembered  th* 
visit  when  congress  passed  the  act  provides 
for  a  transcontinental  railroad,  and  promptly 
called   General  Dodge   to   the   White  House 
for  a  conference. 

These   two    conferences   with    Grenville 
M.  Dodge,   more  perhaps  than  anything 
else,  fixed  Council  Bluffs  as  the  eastern 
terminus  of  the  Union  Pacific. 
A  memorial  to  Lincoln  has  been  erected  on 
the    bluff    overlooking    the    Missouri    mcr 
where  he  and  his  Iowa  friends  stood  in  1859 
Tnd  looked  westward  over  the  great  plains  of 
Nebraska.  A 
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Abe's  real  estate  holdings  included  'traits. 

in  Illinois  and  Iowa,  one  of  which  adjoined  that 

of  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  Copperhead  leader  from  Dayton 


By  LLOYD  OSTJENDORF      : 

No  one  has  ever  attempted  to  place- tb* 
many  sided  Abraham  Liocoln  In  the  role  - 
of  a  real  estate  tycoon  or  land  baron,  but 
stories  regarding  his  modest  land  holdings " 
are  occasionally  "heard.  Interestingly 
enough,  some  Lincoln  acreage  lp"  low* 
was  alongside'land'ow'ned  "by  Congress-;' 
man  Clement  Laird  Vallandigham,  a  Civil 
war  Democrat  from  Dayton  and  an  o\it- 
rpoken  opponent  of  Lincoln's  administra- 
tion." ■'.  -■    \\ 

This  unique  connection  of  land  owner- 
ship was  revealed-  by  a  friend  of 
Lincoln's,  Major  General  Grenvllle  M.- 
Dodge, in  his  obscure  privately  printed' 
personal  recollections  of  1914,  claiming^ 
that  Lincoln's  acreage  in  the  Iowa  Riddle 
Tract  was  joined  by  his  bitter  antagonist,  '■■ 
V  :':;.digham- 

L>_)ton  was  thc'riorae  ot  this' nation's  " 
cl.i'     Copperhead  leader.  Congressman 
Vallandigham. ;  Lincoln     respected     his 
s-;!;^;arly   eneniy   for.  his  ability.,  to  de-  . 

:  ...idieham  was^  branded;  by  Uncoin  as^a._ 
wily  agitator"  and. finally  Ifcaiu'&hed'  tp"u»*  p 
South  after  h|s  military  arrest  in  Dayton.?- 
Vallandigham  made  his  way  to  Cana<l*C^ 
2nd  though  in  exile,  made  a  good  race  for:-. 
Hie  office  of  governor  of  "Ohio  in  18(J3, 
but  was  defeated'.  :'   _  '.'-:. 

Before  he  had  assumed'bis  duties  as  the 
Civil  war  president,  Lincoln's  earlier  life "■■". 
reveals  some  unusual  episodes  of  interest  . 
in  land  buying  and  speculation.  It  evolved: 
quite  naturally  with  his  early  profession^, 
in  Utioois  as  a  land  surveyor  in  the  1830s. 
Later  in  1849  after  his  surveying  ejepe/i-;.--- 
ence,  he  eagerly  sought  a  government, 
land  office  appointment  but  was  rejected. 
He  wrote  many"  ^letters  to  his  friends 
trying  to  obtain  aid  in  the  land  office  ap-  ' 
pointment,  including  an  appeal  in  May 
1849  to  Robert  C.  Schick,  a  Daytonian, 
with  whom  he  served  in  Congress'.        "  ~\  . 

POSSIBLY-  LINCOLN'S  first  venture  in"x 
land  and  property  ownership  was  in  New  ' 
Salem,  III.,  in  1832  when,  in  partnership 
with  William  F.  Berry,  he  purchased  a 
small  store.  Unfortunately,  by  1833  his 
grocery  store  business  failed  and  bis  part- 
ner died.  Lincoln  lost  the  store  and  as- 
sumed all  of  his  late  partner's  debts  of 
$1,100.  Lincoln  often  called  it  his  "nation- 
al debt"  and  it  took  Honest  Abe  ail  of 
eight  years  to  pay  back  all  the  creditors.'  i  ~ 

As  a  Sangamon  county  deputy  survey- 
or in  1836,  young  Lincoln  purchased  a  47- 
acre  tract  of  land  on  the  Sangamon  river 
at  $1.25  per  acre.  The  land  was  located  \2 
miles  northwest  of  "New  Salem  where  he, 
.was 'then  residing1.  Just  what  Lincoln's 
purpose  for  this  considerable  lnvestrn$ntVV 
was  for  has  never  become  known.  But 
like  many  in  the  area,  Lincoln  helped  to  - 
try  and  make  the  Sangarjnqn 'river-  navig- 
able for  trade  but  It  never  materialized..^  -. 
*It  was  in  the"  spring  of  1836  that  Lfti*> 
coin  surveyed  the  townsite  of  Huron,  111.'- 
*   ■  ■  ■  '.        ■.''"■- 


In  return  for  his  services  He  received  title    - 
to  several  lots  I   is  not  known  how  many 
lots  he  received  or  how  long  they  jemain. 

■".'  <d  in  bis  possession,  but  the  Menard  coun- 
ty, tas  returns  show, /that  the!  Huron 
property  *was  still  on  the  books  in  his  .. 
name  after  1839.  Lincoln  never"  receive'd 
any  income  nor  profit  from  his  Huron 
•     lots. 

Illinois  is  rightfully  called  "the  Land  of 
Lincoln"  since  he  did  live  most  of  his 
adult  life  there  and  owned  his  own  house 
there  in  Springfield  —  the  only  home  he 
ever  owned:  Lincoln  made  occasional 
speculations  in  his  hometown,  buying  five  ;  . 

■  '"-'    more  lots  at  intervals,  two'of  which  were 

J.  '■■'  situated  across  the  street  from  his  res!-    - 
dence  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Eighth 
and  Jackson  Sts  In  1851  Lincoln  acquired 
two- lots  in  Bloo»'!«igton,  III.,  and" retained 

-         them  until  1856  when  lie  sold  them  for 

fi       $400  at  a  reasonable  profit. 

Another  land  purchased  was  made  In 
1841  '__  40.acres  in  Coles  county,  Illinois; 
to  Jielp  bis  aged  father  rtetain  his  farm 

:  -;■  .■  which  consisted  of  I20'«gt«s,  but  Lincoln. 

W, .  ^e^iiodjt  back  tik'niz  father  js  igift    '-^.\ ■' 

ni'Cted  witb.a  lot  Lincoln  acquired  la  in 
--.  connection  with  one  on  the  south  $ide  of  •: 
the  courthduse  square  in  the  heart  of  Lin->  ■ 
coin,  ni.  Back  in  1853  the  town  was'" 
.''.  named  for  him  when  it  was  first  platted.* 
In  1858  ^bat  lot  was  deeded  by  its  ownerj  - 
James  Primm,  to  Lincoln  in  payment'of  a 
note  that  was  due. 

The  Lbfjan  county  sheriff  at  the  City  of  •-'. 
Lincoln  at  that  time  was  Lewis  Rosen-   ' 
thai,  who  knew  Lincoln  very  well.  Rosen- 
thal recalled  the  day  in  1858  when  Lin- 
coln came  into  his  tax  collection  office  to 
pay  his  lot  taxes.  The  sheriff,  knowing 


Held  military  service  b 


nds^  f  j 


Lincoln  would  hot  care,  had  erecttd  a" 
shed  on  Lincoln's  lot.  While  the  receipt 
.  \$ra.s  being  prepared,  Lincoln  looked  out 
the  courthouse  window.  -        .■'■'-• 

THE    CONVERSATION    went    some- 
thing like  this: 

''Say,  Rosenthal,  isn't  that  my  lot  over 
there?" 

"Yes,  it  is." 

"Well,  who  put  thai  shed  up  ihcrc?" 


Vallandigham:  Hislowa  land next to Lincoln's. 


"Well,  a  fellow  ip  (own  here 'who  had 
■  some  extra  horses  and  wanted  a* tempo* 
rary  stable  put  up  that  shed.  The  feltpw  Is 
a  good  friend  of  yours."  r 

"That's    all    right,    hut    that    fellow 
whoever  he  is,  ought  to  pay  my  taxes,  He  * 
is  getting  alt  the  benefit  out  of  th£?ot  and 
I  get  none." 

"Well,  I  know  that  fellow,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
and  he  won't  pay  a  cent!" 
"Well,  who  is  he,  any  way?" 
"If  you  must  know,  I'm  the- fellow.!*"  , 
Lincoln  looked  at  the  sheriff  a  second 
or  two,  and  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye, 
said,  "Hand  over  the  ieceipt.  I  guess  I'm 
in  for  it!"  ; 

THE  MOST  SUBSTANTIAL  amount  of 
acreage  Lincoln  ever  acquired  was. the  re- 
sult of  his  services  as  a  captairi^and'prj- . 
vate  in  the  Black  Haw'k  war  of  "1832  -i-. 
bounty  lands  to  volunteers,  to  privates 
and  officers  alike.  By  1852  Lincoln  re 
ceived  a  warrant  for  40  acres  in  Tama 
county,  Iowa,  and  120  more  acres  in  1856.. 
locatedin  Crawford  county,  Iowa-  _-■    ■ 

Apparently  Lincoln  never.remark.edJo 
his  law  partner,  William Jtfer^don, 'that, 

."he  would  die  siezed  of  the  land"— ;a'nd  . 
the.  Ridden. future  bore. out  his  prediction.  -? 
Lincoln  did  at  one  tinje^  Aug  12-15,  1859, 
get  .as  .far  west  as  Council  Bluffs.  Iowa; 

.■and  viewed  from  Cemetery  hill  the  vast 
land  to  the  north,  south  and  west.  ._,     v      , 
The  Lincoln  Iowa  lands  .remained  in  .the..  - 
Lincoln  family,  for  years.  The,  Tama  coun- 
ty grant  was  sold  by  his  son^HohertTodd 
Lincoln,  in  1874,. and  the.largerjand.grant 
near  Denison,  Iowa,  sbld_..for,$.lr30G.  in, 
1892.  A  copper  plate  there  .still  .bears  the,  __ 
identification  of  the  land  gjant  .n^ade  to  . 
Abe  ^Lincoln  >-Vr  land^he.  must, nave  had 
some,  satisfaction,  in  owning  forlu'srmili-.;. 
lary  service,  and  which,  became  a  benefit  • 
to  his  heirs;    -■  •  v-   ■  •'"?-:._'-" 

v  ;  .  dA'vton  leisure ''■;. 
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Attorney's  license  pulled  over  Lincoln  land  case 

By  DAVE  FOP  AY,  Staff  Writer 

SPRINGFIELD  --  Mattoon  attorney  L.  Stanton  Dotson  won't  be  allowed  to  practice  law 
for  a  year  because  of  his  handling  of  a  case  involving  property  in  Coles  County  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  once  owned. 

The  IHinois  Supreme  Court  agreed  with  recommendations  from  Illinois  Attorney 
Registration  and  Disciplinary  Commission  on  the  suspension,  which  begins  April  8. 
Dotson  also  has  another  case  before  the  commission  that  hasn't  been  resolved  yet. 

The  court  based  its  action  on  a  commission  report  that  said  Dotson  "intentionally  and 
knowingly  initiated  a  chain  of  deeds"  to  the  Lincoln  property  to  make  it  appear  he  had 
more  of  an  interest  in  the  land  than  he  actually  did.  He  sued  Raymond  Phipps  of 
Springfield,  who  owned  the  land,  and  Phipps'  defunct  corporation  and  won  the  property 
at  one  point,  only  to  see  that  reversed  on  appeal. 

"I'm  disappointed  but  I'm  going  to  involve  myself  with  hard,  physical  labor  for  a  year," 
Dotson  said  when  reached  for  comment  Tuesday.  He  described  that  as  "anything  I  can 
do,"  and  added  that  he  also  plans  to  spend  more  time  with  his  children. 

"When  one  year's  up,  I'm  going  to  come  back  and  practice  law,"  he  said. 

Dotson's  other  case  with  the  state  attorney  commission  is  one  where  he's  accused  of 
sexually  harassing  female  clients  and  other  women  at  his  Mattoon  office,  and  the 
commission  has  also  recommended  a  one-year  license  suspension  in  that  case. 

Peter  Rotskoff,  the  commission's  senior  counsel,  said  the  Supreme  Court  could  add 
another  suspension  to  the  one  in  the  Lincoln  case  if  it  agrees  with  the 
recommendation,  or  the  suspensions  could  run  at  the  same  time.  Dotson  appealed  the 
commission's  recommendation  in  the  sexual  harassment  case,  Rotskoff  said,  and  a 
hearing  on  that  is  yet  to  be  scheduled. 

Phipps  inherited  the  property,  located  in  southern  Coles  County  next  to  Lincoln  Log 
Cabin  State  Historic  Site,  that  Lincoln  bought  from  his  father,  Thomas  Lincoln.  During 
one  of  several  attempts  at  promoting  the  site,  Phipps  sold  souvenir  deeds  to  square 
inches  of  the  land,  and  Dotson  purchased  one. 

Dotson  said  he  eventually  began  paying  property  taxes  on  an  entire  acre  of  the  land 
because  he  saw  a  public  notice  that  Phipps  was  behind  on  the  tax  payments  and  he 
wanted  to  protect  its  historical  value.  After  making  the  payments  for  a  few  years, 
Dotson  drafted  deeds  to  say  it  belonged  to  him  and  his  family. 

On  Tuesday,  he  said  he  thought  at  the  time  it  was  something  that  needed  to  be  done, 
"but  I  was  wrong."  He  said  the  Supreme  Court  agreed  with  the  attorney  commission 
when  it  said  he  suffered  a  "blind  spot"  when  it  came  to  the  Lincoln  property. 

"I  regret  ever  having  done  anything  regarding  that  acre,"  Dotson  said. 

Contacted  at  his  Springfield  home  Tuesday,  Phipps  said  he  didn't  want  to  comment  on 
Dotson's  law  license  suspension.  Asked  if  the  title  to  the  land  had  been  returned  to 
him,  he  would  only  say  that  Dotson  "is  still  trying  to  make  difficulties"  and  he  was 
leaving  matters  to  authorities  "and  I'm  sure  justice  will  be  seen." 

Phipps  referred  other  questions  to  John  Baker,  the  attorney  who  represented  him  in 
Dotson's  case  against  him,  but  Baker  also  had  little  to  say.  He  did  say  Dotson  "took  a 
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long  time  to  sign  anything"  but  added  that  there  was  nothing  else  about  the  issue  "I 
want  to  discuss  publicly." 

Asked  for  his  reaction  to  what  Phipps  said,  Dotson  said  he  was  "not  ever  going  to 
respond  to  any  comments  from  Mr.  Phipps." 

Coles  County  Supervisor  of  Assessments  Jean  Tipsword  said  Phipps  is  again  the  owner 
of  record  of  the  acre  that  was  involved  in  the  dispute. 

Dotson  said  he  plans  to  maintain  his  clients'  records  at  his  office  at  1617  Wabash  Ave. 
in  Mattoon,  but  the  clients  can  get  their  files  and  take  them  to  other  attorneys  if  they 
want.  He  said  he'll  notify  clients  with  active  cases  that  he's  going  to  have  to  withdraw 
as  their  attorney. 

"I've  practiced  law  for  about  40  years  and  six  months  and  I've  not  had  a  vacation  so 
I'm  going  to  take  a  vacation,"  Dotson  said.  "It's  involuntary  but  I  don't  have  a  choice." 


Contact  Dave  Fopay  348-5733  or  dfopay@jg-tc.com 
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Boundaries  of 
Farm  Shown  in 
Lincoln's  Deed 

(Editor's  Note:  The  Union 
Title  News  would  like  to  thank 
Bert  Wilhelm  for  forwarding 
the  following  article  which  he 
dipped  from,  the  Dale,  Indiana, 
Reporter.) 

Abstracts  and  deeds  used  to- 
day to  safeguard  the  many 
homes  being  built  to  relieve  the 
current  housing  shortage  area 
far  cry  from  the  homespun  docu- 
ment used  to  define  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Knob  Creek  farm 
where  Abraham  Lincoln  lived 
from  1811  to  1816.  This  docu- 
ment  read: 

Knob  Creek,  228  Acre  Tract 

1.  Beginning  with  two  sugar 

trees  North  19  degrees,  East  141 

poles  to  a  dogwood  tree  and  ash 

tree  corner  to  a  100  acre  tract. 


2.  North  48  degrees.  West  74 
poles  to  a  beech  tree. 

3  North  29  degrees,  West  65 
poles  to  a  poplar  tree  on  the  east 

side  of  a  hill. 

4.  North  58  poles  to  an  ash 

tlT  South  76  degrees,  West  105 
poles  to  a  white  ash  tree. 

6.  South  117  poles  to  a  stake 

7.  South  31  degrees,  East  lbS 
poles  to  a  sugar  tree. 

8    South  70  degrees,  East  54 
poles  to  the  beginning. 

Abraham    Lincoln     said    his 
father  left  Kentucky  "chiefly  on 
account  of  difficulty   with  land 
titles"       Litigation     over     the 
above  acreage  was  one  of  them. 
The  Knob  Creek  farm  is  the 
onlv  tract  of  land  on  which  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  lived  for  any  con- 
siderable time  which  has  not  be- 
come, in  part  at  least,  a  national 
shrine.     It  was  the  p lay ground 
of  Lincoln  and  is  probably   the 
most  picturesque  of  all  the  Lin- 
coln homes. 


